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          28th April 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome back for the first half of Summer Term. We are really looking forward to better weather 

and lots of fun in class!  

 

Topic 

Our Topic for the whole summer term is ‘Castles’. We will be learning all about the first castles in the 

UK, how they were built and why. We will look at different castles located around the UK, who lived 

in them and how the people were treated. We will be dedicating the last week of this half term to 

Queens. We will compare the reign of Queen Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II. We 

will celebrate the Platinum Jubilee with a whole school street style party where we will share our 

learning about Queen Elizabeth II and the Royal Family together with singing the songs they have 

learnt in Singing Assembly. 

 

English 

We will offer continuous opportunities for the children to practise their writing skills through both 

independent and teacher led activities.  

We will be following our writing journey through the theme ‘Fractured Fairy Tales; well-known Fairy 

Tales and their more modern alternatives’. These stories invite a variety of fun writing opportunities 

with a range of purposes. We will be asking the children to compare and discuss what the same is or 

different about the stories they have been reading. We aim to write our own alternative version at 

the end of the unit. The children will continue to predict what they think might happen next to the 

characters in our stories, infer meaning from words and pictures and increase their vocabulary with 

the rich language in the texts. 

 

Phonics 

In Phonics, we will be continue to consolidate all the phonemes and graphemes for Phase 3 and begin 

Phase 4, in our new scheme; Essential Letters and Sounds. Each week we will continue to send home 

a list of words that follow our spelling rule and common exception words, to practice at home. Reading 

books, which match the learning for the week, will be given out on Fridays, whilst a library book for 

sharing will be given out each Thursday. 

 

Maths 

We will begin the half term with Number and Place Value of two digit numbers, Fractions, Money 

and the Four Operations. We will continue practising how to count in 2s and 5s. We continue to 

focus on the use of concrete and pictorial representations of numbers and how these can be used as 

support in recording problems and calculations. 
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P.E 

PE will be on a Monday with the Sports Coaches. This term the focus will be on coordination and 

balance, summer games and athletics and linked to our topic, with some archery skills in Week 5. 

Please ensure PE kits are in school at all times.  As a reminder; the children will need plimsolls/ 

trainers, navy blue shorts, jogging bottoms, plain white or light blue t-shirt and a blue sweatshirt. 

Earrings will need to be removed for these PE days.   

 

Hot Weather 

I hope that the summer sun will be here soon.  Please make sure your child comes to school with sun 

cream already applied, a sun hat for outdoor play and a water bottle. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to talk to me through Google 

Classroom, by email or at drop off. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Debbie Farcinsen & the Year 1 Team 

 


